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NYSDOT WINS FHWA AWARD FOR RAYHILL TRAIL
Project Cited for Promoting Environmental Stewardship

New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) Regional Director Michael A.
Shamma today announced that Region 2 of the Department of Transportation received the
Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) 2007 Exemplary Human Environment Initiatives
(EHEI) Award for the construction of the Philip A. Rayhill Memorial Trail in the Towns of New
Hartford and Whitestown, Oneida County.

The Philip A. Rayhill Trail was built as part of the Judd Road (State Route 840)
Connector project, and was completed in spring 2006 at a cost of approximately $600,000. The
four mile paved trail provides a safe and convenient trail adjacent to one of the busiest
commercial corridors in the Utica area, connecting several residential neighborhoods to shops,
education facilities and businesses.

The number of people using this trail has increased steadily and Oneida County officials,
in cooperation with the elected officials in both towns, are considering constructing possible
connections to other trails and recreational facilities. The popularity of this trail has led to
increased awareness that communities need to consider walking and bicycling not only as
recreational options, but as alternate means of transportation, and that connectivity of trails
should be considered when preparing local comprehensive plans.

The EHEI promotes environmental stewardship by recognizing transportation projects
and activities that are particularly effective and innovative in how they adapt and enhance the
human environment. It is intended to provide transportation sponsors an incentive to pursue new
ways to adapt transportation projects to the human environment, thereby better meeting the needs
of the communities they serve. Five award categories have been established for EHEIs: (1)
encouraging nonmotorized transportation, (2) enhancing the environment for human activities,
(3) process improvements, (4) educational and training programs, (5) product development, and
(6) innovative projects that did not fall into any of these five categories but nonetheless
demonstrate the characteristics of an EHEIL.

There were 38 submittals from across the country which included many excellent
examples of environmental stewardship. Eight exceptional projects were chosen as the award
recipients for 2007 — the first year the award was issued.
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