TOWN ., NEW HARTFORD

ONEIDA COUNTY

NEW HARTFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT
32 KELLOGG ROAD, NEW HARTFORD, NEW YORK 13413-2850
Telephone: 1-315-733-6666

CHIEF OF POLICE Fax: 1-315-724-8618
Raymond L. Philo

23 January 2008

Senator Joseph Griffo

New York State Senate

Legislative Office Building — Room 944
Albany, New York 12248

Re: S6623 — Aggravated Harassment of a Peace or Police Officer
Dear Senator Griffo:

I would like to let you know of my support for the above-referenced bill now pending in the New York State
Senate. On a daily basis Police and Peace Officers are subject to physical contact while performing their
duties. The current laws that exist that are suppose to protect our Law Enforcement Officers are
misdemeanors, and simply are not enough of a deterrent for those who would use force on police or peace
officers who are performing their duties.

Police and Peace Officers are symbolic of the Rule of Law in our Society. In my mind, anyone who uses
unjustified and illegal force against these public servants in the performance of their official duties, is actually
attacking one of the basic foundations of our society; the Rule of Law.

I believe the proposed bill entitled Aggravated Harassment of a Police of Peace Officer will remedy the
deficiencies that currently exist in the New York State Penal Law that relate to protecting our Police and
Peace Officers while performing their duties.

Thank you for introducing this important legislation in the New York State Senate. I remain available to
discuss this matter with you or your staff at your convenience

Sincerely yours,

Raymond L. Philo
Chief of Police

Cc: Oneida County Law Enforcement Coalition
New York State Association of Chiefs of Police
Honorable Scott McNamara — Oneida County District Attorney



