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The New Hartford Police Department in partnership with the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee announced
today that Wednesday, April 2™, 2008 has been designated as Operation Safe Stop Day. Operation Safe
Stop seeks to promote school bus safety through awareness and enforcement efforts throughout New York
State.

Operation Safe Stop is a cooperative project supported by the New York State Governor’s Traffic Safety
Committee, the New York State Education Department, the New York Association for Pupil Transportation, the
New York State School Bus Contractors Association, the student transportation industry, and state, county, city
and local law enforcement agencies.

An estimated 50,000 motorists illegally pass New York State school buses every day. In New York State,
between 2002 and 2006, 188 pedestrians under the age of 19 were injured and 2 were killed, by motorists
passing stopped school buses.

The New Hartford Police Department will be involved in multiple enforcement efforts during Operation Safe
Stop. Working closely with the Transportation Supervisors of the New Hartford and Sauquoit Valley School
Districts, we have identified several school bus routes that have problems with motorist passing stopped school
buses. During Operation Safe Stop New Hartford Police Officers will be closely following the school buses on
there routes, and any motorist observed violating the Vehicle and Traffic Law will be stopped and ticketed.
New Hartford Police Officers will also be committed to speed enforcement within the “School Zone”, anyone
observed violating the School Zone Speed Limit, can expect to be stopped and ticketed.

The New Hartford Police Department hopes that both of these enforcement efforts will result in increased
public awareness, which can reduce this aggressive driving behavior of motorist and help us reach our common
goal: safe transportation to and from school for our children.
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