Dog Run Etiquette & Safety Recommendations

Recently, The Town Of New Hartford opened a dog run. This will be new to many dog owners and they
will and should have many questions about rules and what to expect when they bring their family pet to
these parks.

Here are some tips & safety recommendations for any dog owner to follow when attending the run.

1. Always bring your dog in on leash. Even in an area where the dogs are allowed off leash, you
should always introduce the dog on leash first. When the two dogs meet, hold the leashes loose.
If you tighten up the leash and the dog feels the tension, you are sending a signal to beware that
something is not right.

2. Watch the body language of the dogs. This is crucial in two or more dogs meeting. You are
responsible for your own dog, so make sure you pay close attention to the body language.

3. A dog that is confident will carry themselves tall. Tail will be above the back, ears forward, and
the dog will have a look of confidence on its face.

4. A dog that is submissive will carry themselves low, ears flat on their head, tail below the plain of
the back.

5. Dogs that are aggressive will display all the above but will start posturing. In other words, the dog
will go into a T-position. Place its head over the back of the other dog. If it growls, it will do so
with showing just the canines or fangs. It will have a wrinkled brow and will act like a bully.

6. A dog showing fear aggression will show the above posture, however, it will growl with a full
mouth, showing all the gum line. The tail will be tucked between the legs and it will bite out of
fear.

7. Always be in control of your dog by having him or her trained. This will dramatically reduce the
risks of injury. With advanced dog training, good trainers will incorporate distractions of other
dogs, vehicles, noise etc. In other words, you will have control of your dog in stressful situations.
At least you will have peace of mind knowing that you did all you could to avoid problems.

8. Never allow a strangers dog to approach without the owner present. The owner MUST be around
their dog at all times.

9. If there is a problem, ask the dog owner to please leash the dog and take control. Do thisin a
nice way. If they refuse, leave the run, and report the person to Animal Control. Get a very good
description of the dog and its owner. Never try to handle it yourself, by doing so, you will cause a
confrontation.

10. A dog that has been to the run several times may think of the run as its territory. Ask the owners
if they have been there before. If they say yes, make sure you allow your own dog time alone the
first few times you go to the run. This will help to put them both on neutral territory.

11. Dogs have very strong pack structure. They act upon instincts and drives when left to their own
thinking. They do not reason. It is the owner who must be ALPHA. What does this mean? The
Alpha is the leader of the pack. The Alpha tells the pack when to fight, eat, play etc. If you allow
your dog to fight or disrespect you, it will take over the pack. There must be a correction if it
misbehaves.
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A dog that is intimidated will raise the hackles--hair on the rump and back of the neck. Some
dogs will raise the hair down the entire back. This is a sign of stress and insecurity. Again, they
are pilo erecting--making themselves look bigger. Most of the time this is a dog that is afraid. Be
very careful when you see this happening.

If the dogs start to fight, NEVER get in between them. Always break a dogfight up by grabbing

the back legs and pull them apart. Once the dogs are separated, turn them gently and take them

by the collar. NEVER try to pry them away from each other. This will cause their defense drive to
kick in. If you start hitting the other dog, you will cause the dog to possibly fight harder.

It takes from 30 to 60 seconds for the dog’s adrenals to slow down and come to normal. This is
the stage where the dogs are learning if there is any danger. The same thing happens when they
meet strange people. Never bend over a dog to greet them. Always get down to their level but
avoid touching the dogs head or letting the dogs near your face.

If you have small children, do not let them run wild. This will attract attention for other dogs, even
your own. You will kick the prey drive in and the dog will chase out of instincts. Prey is a dog
chasing a moving object. Even if the dog has never bitten or chased a person, it can happen
because of the movement. Once the dog chases down it's prey, it can bite out of hunting
instincts to try and subdue the prey object. So remember, NEVER let your children out of your
site and run wild. If a dog starts chasing your child, teach them to stop right away. This will stop
the prey instinct and the dog should stop the chase.

Know all the rules of the run. Respect and follow them. They were implemented to keep the
park safe for all users. Never put small dogs in with large dogs and never introduce toys, as this
will increase the aggressive behavior of your dog and the all other dogs present.

When your dog is off leash at the run, 100% of your focus should be on your dog. If you wish to
socialize with other dog owners that’s great, but please do it with your dog on a leash.

These are just some suggestions when taking your dog to the dog run. Remember, they are animals. No
dog is perfect. Therefore safety lies in the hands of the owner and handler. It is your responsibility to
keep your dog and other people safe. NEVER allow your dog in the park unless you are 100% sure you
have complete control of your dog.



