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Welcome!
Town of New Hartford
Southern Area GEIS

Public Workshop
January 24, 2009

Today’s Agenda

 What is a GEIS and why do one?
 Southern Area GEIS history and background
 Impacts of Growth on Southern Area
 How GEIS can help protect New Hartford
 Q&A – Your turn!

What is a GEIS and why do one?

 Assesses cumulative impacts of development:
• Storm water
• Traffic
Loss of Agriculture/Open Space• Loss of Agriculture/Open Space

• Scenic Resources

 Forecasts future impacts under 4 alternatives
 Recommends ways to mitigate impacts
 Helps preserve and strengthen character of town
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History & Background of GEIS

 Comprehensive Plan
• Completed in 2005‐06
• Recommended special studies on Southern Area
Ways to limit impacts of growth & stop sprawl• Ways to limit impacts of growth & stop sprawl

 Third GEIS in New Hartford
 Project began Fall of 2006

• Planning Board supervising process
• Four Public Workshops (including today’s)

Guiding Growth – Approach

 Determine current pace and location of  growth
• Identify impacts

D i f h d i Determine areas for growth and preservation
 Identify tools for implementation:

• Zoning changes
• Fees in lieu of mitigation
• Farmland protection planning

2000‐2008 Pace of Growth
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Approach – Establish Growth 
Areas/Boundary

Current Trend to 2030

Alternative 1 – Do Nothing
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Alternative 2 – Suburban Style

Alternative 3 – Ag Preservation

Alternative 4 – Moderate Ag Preservation
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Next Steps

 Planning Board to identify preferred 
alternative
 Complete GEIS

l d Complete Findings Statement
• Recommendations, including fees, zoning, etc.

 Public Hearing and Adoption

Thank You!


