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Environmental Study Delivered to New Hartford Planning Board

The consultant hired to develop a Generic Environment Impact Study (GEIS) for the
Southern area of the Town has delivered a 300 page draft to the Planning Board. The
Board now has forty-five (45) days to determine if the study is adequate in terms of its
scope and content. The study is an outgrowth of recommendations contained in the
Comprehensive Plan Update adopted by the Town Board in 2007.

If the Planning Board determines the study is adequate, a Notice of Completion will be
issued pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and a public
hearing and public comment period will be scheduled.

Planning Board Chairman Jerome F. Donovan said that the Planning Board will take the
next several weeks to review the draft to ensure it contains all of the amendments made to
earlier versions. He said significant changes have been made based on input from
Planning Board members and residents. Three (3) public workshops were conducted over
the past thirteen (13) months to seek public input. Donovan added that he hoped the
review could be completed by the Board’s next regularly scheduled meeting on May 11.

The study contains a detailed look at the cumulative impacts of potential development
based on four (4) build-out scenarios in the Southern areca of the Town. The area is
predominantly residential with pockets of commercial development primarily in the
hamlets of Washington Mills and Chadwicks. Forty-five percent (45%) of the land in the
study area is designated for agricultural use.

Donovan said the Planning Board has shown a preference for the continued development
of this portion of the Town while conserving the agricultural lands and maintaining the
distinct identity of the two (2) hamlets. Donovan said this approach is consistent with the



recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan Update and could be achieved through a
deliberate and coordinated plan.

The study includes measures to lessen environmental impacts and to finance
improvements needed to prevent future impacts. It also provides an inventory and
analysis of the area’s land uses, and its economic and demographic characteristics;
geography, topography and soils; surface and ground water, and other physical
characteristics of the area. The study area is roughly bounded by the border of the Town
of Paris to the south, Town of Frankfort border to the east, the Town of Kirkland border
to the west and to the north by New Paris Road, Paris Road, Canterbury Road, Bolton
Road, Hoffman Road, Croft Road, Thurston Boulevard, Higby Road, Valley View Road
and Pleasant Street.

Because of the size of the area and scope of the study, the Town Board contracted with
the firm of peter j. smith & co., inc. of Buffalo to conduct the study. The Planning Board
is the Lead Agency for the study. The study began in May 2007 and cost $355, 000;
Oneida County provided $150,000.

Town Planner Kurt Schwenzfeier said that the entire study and a “Frequently Asked
Questions” sheet prepared by the Planning Department will be posted on the Town
website (www.newhartfordtown.com) later in the week. A copy of the study is available
for public inspection at these locations: New Hartford Public Library, Town Clerk’s
Office and at the Planning Office located at the Sanger Building at 111 New Hartford
Street. The “Frequently Asked Questions” sheet is also available at these locations.

Persons interested in obtaining a copy of the study, please contact the Planning
Department at 724-4300, Ext. 5.
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