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MEETING NOTICE

The Business Park Staff Review Panel will meet Monday, September 14, at 5:30 p.m. at
the New Hartford Public Library (downstairs meeting room, rear entrance) to begin site
plan review for a 23,500 square foot medical office building pursuant to Town Code 118-
41.3. (Business Park District)

Town Planning Board Chairman Jerome Donovan said the review will be conducted
jointly with the town Planning Board following the non-binding recommendations of the
NYS Department of State, (DOS) contained in a July letter to Donovan who questioned
the site plan review procedures under a 1999 town law adopted in anticipation of a town-
owned business park. DOS said that commercial uses which fall within the Business
Park must be reviewed and approved by both the Staff Review Panel and the Planning
Board. The town never pursued development of the business park. Today, the park
district is being developed by the New Hartford Business Group, a private development
company.

Donovan said that the proposed office building site crosses two zoning districts further
complicating the review process. In July, he appointed a sub-committee of the Planning
Board head up by Vice Chairman Robert Woods to review possible amendments to the
Business Park District site plan review process with the aim of abolishing the Staff
Review Panel and assigning the planning board with exclusive site plan review authority.
A recommendation to the Town Board is expected next month. Any changes will require
a supplemental EIS and a public hearing before town board action could be taken.

By local law, the Chairman of the Planning Board is a member of the Business Park Staff

Review Panel. Donovan was appointed Chairman of the Panel in June following a
reorganization he initiated after becoming Planning Board Chairman earlier this year.

For further information contract: Jerome Donovan, Planning Board Chairman 797-2829
or Kurt Schwenzfeier, Town Planner 724-4300, Ext .5.
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