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The New Hartford Planning Board has recommended the appointment of an engineer and
farmer to fill vacancies created by the resignation of Hans Arnold and the expired term of
Robert Imobersteg. On Monday, the Board unanimously agreed to send the names of
Julius V. Fuks, Jr and G. Brymer Humphreys to the Town Board.

Fuks, a professional engineer for more than 20 years, is employed by the New York
Power Authority in Marcy. He has a degree in Civil-Environmental Engineering from
Clarkson University. Humphreys, until recently, was Executive Director of the NYS
Farm Service Agency, a presidential appointment. He was responsible for administration
of Untied State Department of Agriculture (USDA) farm programs in New York. He is a
partner in a working farm in the Town.

Planning Board Chairman Jerome F. Donovan said that their professional expertise and
educational backgrounds will be a tremendous benefit to the Board and to the Town. He
said New Hartford is fortunate to have so many talented residents willing to step forward
to commit their time and talents for the betterment of the community. He added, “It’s a
thankless job sometimes with a considerable amount of work. I was impressed with
quality and number of candidates who applied.”

Donovan said he was confident that both gentlemen would strengthen the Planning
Board’s oversight of land use planning in the Town. He added that Fuks and Humphreys
were recommended after a screening committee reviewed 20 applications. Four of the
applicants were interviewed by the full Planning Board.

He said this was the first time the Planning Board had been involved in screening and
recommending candidates to the Board. Previously, this was handled entirely by the
Town Board. The process was changed in 2006 at the urging of the late Councilman JC



Waskiewicz. The Planning Board’s recommendation must be approved by the Town
Board.

Fuks and Humphreys will fill a 7 year term and the unexpired term of Arnold which ends
December 31, 2009. The Town Board will determine who is appointed to which term.

Planning Board members are paid an annual stipend of $1,250 and are required to
complete four hours of training annually.

Current Planning Board members are: Chairman Jerome F. Donovan, Term: January 1,
2008 to December 31, 2014; Rodger C. Reynolds, Term: March 16, 2006 to December
31, 2010; Peggy S. Rotton, Term: October 20, 2005 to December 31, 2011;

Robert A. Wood, Term: March 16, 2006 to December 31, 2012; Ellen S. Rayhill, Esq.,
Term: January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2013.

Editor’s note: Fuks resides at 3684 Snowden Hill Road; he can be reached at 737-1434.
Humphreys resides at 8661 Tibbitts Road, he can be reached at 793-3108.
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