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Welcome!
Presentation and Hearing

Town of New Hartford
Comprehensive Plan Update

November 15, 2006

What is a Comprehensive Plan?
• A Long Term Community Vision
• Outlines Community Goals and

Objectives
• Sets Policy Statements to Guide Future

Growth and Conservation
• Recommendations for projects
• Ensures Quality of Life and Long Term

Protection of the Town As Growth
Continues

• Is the “Constitution” for the Community
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How is This Plan Different
than the 1995 Plan?

• The 1995 Plan also presented a policy
framework for implementing a series of
goals
– The Update revises those plans in light of

their accomplishments

• The 1995 Plan was largely a Land Use
Based Plan − the Update is a
Community Plan

What is the Town’s
legal authority to plan?

• New York Town Law §272-a:
Among the most important powers and
duties granted by the legislature to a town
government is the authority and
responsibility to undertake town
comprehensive planning and to regulate
land use for the purpose of protecting the
public health, safety and general welfare of
its citizens.
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Impacts of adopting a
comprehensive plan

• “All town land use regulations must be
in accordance with a comprehensive
plan adopted pursuant to town law.

• All plans for capital projects of another
governmental agency on land included
in the town comprehensive plan … shall
take such plan into consideration.”

How does the plan respond to
the citizens’ needs?

• The Comprehensive Plan Update
for the Town of New Hartford
provides a snapshot of the Town at
the present moment in the context
of the historical development of
the community. The Town has
used this information to help craft
a vision of a preferred future.
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The Comprehensive Plan can …
• Document local characteristics and trends
• Provide a benchmark for evaluating the compatibility

of individual development proposals
• Reveal future service needs
• Serve as a comprehensive source of current

information
• Provide leverage for obtaining state and federal

funding;
• Promote open space conservation;
• Attract potential developers
• Lay the foundation for future cooperation

Who Uses the Plan?
• Elected officials

– Adopt local codes, ordinances

• Zoning and Planning Boards
– Evaluate development proposals

• Municipal Employees
– Interpretation, administration, enforcement

•  Residents
– Reference, evaluation, lobbying
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What does the plan address?
• Population
• Housing
• Economy
• Land Use and Land

Use Regulations
• Natural Resources
• Transportation
• Infrastructure &

Utilities

• Community
Facilities & Services

• Parks & Recreation
• Goals & Objectives
• Policies
• Buildout Analyses
• Recommendations
• Implementation
• Funding Sources

Goals
1. To recognize the need to pursue avenues of both

conservation and development in the Town of New Hartford
2. To encourage a pattern of development in New Hartford to

preserve and strengthen its neighborhoods
3. Use public policy as a tool for directing development in the

Town
4. To preserve and enhance the ecology and natural features of

the Town of New Hartford
5. To maintain and improve regional competitiveness through

cooperative economic development ventures and strategies
6. To undertake and support activities which enhance the

quality of life in the Town of New Hartford
7. Encourage efficiency in local government service delivery
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Recommendations
• 47 individual recommendations

– General and Overall
– Population and Housing
– Economy
– Land Use
– Natural Resources
– Transportation
– Infrastructure
– Community Facilities and Services
– Parks & Recreation

Implementation Matrix Sample
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Future Land Use Plan
• Highlights:

–Four Neighborhood Areas for local
anchors

–Green Corridor from the southern to
the northern borders of the Town

–Greenway creating a boundary
between the neighborhoods and the
less developed surrounding area

Future Land Use Plan
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Funding Matrix Sample

Thank You!


