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The People and The Place

1.0 Population

This chapter analyzes a variety of population characteristics of Town of New
Hartford. The information presented is based on figures obtained through the U.S.
Bureau of the Census in 2000 and 1990. Analysis of the demographic data presents
a picture of the Town and how it compares to surrounding towns and the City of
Utica. The figures presented for the towns include their interior villages.
Information for Oneida County and New York State will demonstrate how these
communities compare in a larger context.

1.1 Population Size

In 2000, the Town of New Hartford had a population of 21,172, which was 2% less
than its 1990 population of 21,640. During that same time period, the population in
the Towns of Whitestown and Kirkland decreased at a slower rate while the
County’s population decreased by 7% and the State’s population increased by 5%.

Between 1960 and 2000, the population of the Town of New Hartford increased by
15%. The largest population increase was seen between 1960 and 1970. Since
1970, the population of the Town has remained fairly constant. During the same
period, the Village of New Hartford experienced a consistent loss in population. In
2000, the Village had a population of 1,886, which was 24% less than its 1960
population of 2,468.

Oneida County had its largest population in 1970 and experienced a steady decline
in population between 1970 and 2000. A different pattern was seen in the State as
a whole. The State’s population decreased between 1970 and 1980 but grew
consistently between 1980 and 2000 to surpass its 1970 population figure. Between
1960 and 2000 the County’s population decreased by 24% while the State’s
increased by 13%.

The population changes experienced by the Towns, County and to a lesser extent
the State as a whole are reflective of a larger trend affecting the Northeastern and
Midwestern segments of the United States. For several decades the Northeast and
Midwest have lost population to the West and South as people seek more favorable
climates and employment opportunities.
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Table 1-1 Population Change 1960-2000
Town of New Hartford and Comparison Areas
Percent Percent

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 Change Change

1960- 1990-
2000 2000

Town of New

Hartford 18,444 21,430 21,286 21,640 21,172 14.8% -2.2%
Town of

Whitestown |19,185 21,382 20,150 18,985 18,635 -2.9% -1.9%
Town of

Kirkland 7,978 9,688 10,334 10,153 10,138 27.1% -0.1%
City of Utica |100,410 91,611 75,632 68,637 60,651 -39.6% -13.2%
Oneida

County 309,586 320,355 253,466 250,836 235,469 -23.9% -6.5%
New York

State 16,782,304 | 18,241,391 (17,558,072 | 17,990,455 | 18,976,457 | 13.1% 5.2%

Source: US Census and peter j. smith & company, inc.

The following figure illustrates population changes within Oneida and Herkimer
Counties between 1990 and 2000.

Figure 1-1 Population Change by Town 1990-2000
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Source: US Census Bureau and peter j. smith & company
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Estimates and projections are two methods used to determine the population size
without completing a census. The two methods appear similar but there are distinct
differences. Estimates are based on past trends and generally use existing data
collected from various sources. Projections illustrate the plausible course of future
population change based on assumptions about future births, deaths, international
migration, and domestic migration.

According to Census Bureau population estimates for local municipalities within
each county, which was released July 2005, the Town of New Hartford’s population
increased by 0.04% between 2000 and 2004 to 21,294. During the same period the
State’s population was estimated to have had increased by 1.3% to 19,227,088 and
the County to have decreased by 0.21% to 234,962.

Using a combination of 2000 Census data, as well as net migration rates,
survivorship rates and fertility the New York Statistical Information System at
Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research (CISER) prepared population
projections for the counties in New York State. As indicated in the table that
follows, according to their projections, the County’s population is expected to shrink
by approximately 4% between 2000 and 2030 while the State’s population is
expected to grow by 3%. There are no available population projections for the Town
of New Hartford. However, if the Town’s population follows the same pattern as
that of the County, the Town could have a population of 20,829 in 2030. Even if the
Town’s population follows a different pattern from the County, significant growth is
not likely. Population projections are based on existing characteristics. These
statistics are subject to change if conditions in the area change.

Table 1-2 Population Projections 2000-2030
Oneida County and New York State

Percent
2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 Change
2000-
Oneida
County| 235,469 234,757 233,761 232,884 231,681 229,671 226,702 -3.7%
New York
State| 18,976,457 19,258,082 19,443,672 19,546,699 19,576,920 19,540,179 19,477,429 2.6%

Source: US Census and Cornell University and the CISER project

In 2000, the Town of New Hartford’s population was primarily white (95%) and
female (54%). Among comparison areas, the Towns of Whitestown and Kirkland
had higher percentages of white residents while the City of Utica, the County and
the State had larger percentages of non-white residents. Although the Town’s
population in 2000 was predominantly white, whites accounted for a lower
percentage of the population in 2000 than in 1990 (97%). This trend towards
increasing diversification was observed among all comparison areas.
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Table 1-3 Population and Household Characteristics — 2000
Town of New Hartford and Comparison Areas

Town of

New W:c-)wn of prn of City of Oneida New York
Hartford itestown Kirkland County
White| 95.0% 96.4% 96.2% 76.5% 88.4% 62.0%
Male:|46.1% 48.0% 47.9% 47.0% 49.7% 48.1%
Female:|53.9% 52.0% 52.1% 53.0% 50.3% 51.9%
Oto 17(21.9% 22.4% 19.9% 24.2% 23.9% 24.6%
18 to 34| 14.4% 19.9% 28.9% 22.9% 21.0% 23.6%
35 to 49| 22.3% 22.1% 20.8% 20.1% 22.9% 23.6%
50 to 64| 18.4% 16.4% 14.5% 13.8% 15.7% 15.2%
65 +|23.0% 19.1% 15.8% 19.0% 16.5% 12.9%
Median Age|44.6 40.5 35.9 37 38.2 36
Total HHs| 8,606 7,537 3,419 25,076 90,496 7,056,860
Average HH
Size|2.34 2.38 2.39 2.28 2.43 2.61

Source: US Census and pjscompany.com

Town of New Hartford had the highest median age (44.6), among comparison areas
in 2000. The Town’s median age had increased by more than 10% from 1990 when
it was 40.3 years. Between 1990 and 2000 the percentage of the Town’s population
that was 65 years and older increased from 20.5% to 23.0%. While all comparison
areas showed an increase in the median age of residents between 1990 and 2000,
the Town of New Hartford had the largest increase.

Factors that may have contributed to the significantly higher proportion of older
residents in the Town include: the number of senior living facilities in the Town, the
loss of younger populations due to the area’s slow job market, as well as the
number of adults who are growing older and choose to remain in the community.
As the number of elderly residents in the community increase, the potential for an
increased demand for transportation, health care and personal care services as well
as certain affordable housing may also increase. At the same time that these
demands may increase the community’s costs, there may be fewer working age
residents available to pay for those services.

1.2 Population Findings

= The Population of the Town of New Hartford has remained relatively stable
since 1970.

» The County of Oneida is expected to continue to lose population over the
next 25 years. Therefore, large or rapid population growth is not
anticipated for the Town of New Hartford
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= The Town has a higher median age than the City of Utica, the County and
the State as nearly a quarter of the Town’s population is over the age of
65.

1.3 Population Policies

Policy 1 - The Town of New Hartford should support population growth
at a level that can be comfortably
accommodated by Town infrastructure and
services in order to assure the health and
safety of all residents while contributing to
growth in the tax base

Policy 2 - The Town should be a diverse and welcoming community of
people with various cultural, racial, socio-
economic and ethnic backgrounds

Policy 3 - The Town should continue to market itself as a superior
residential choice for families

Policy 4 - The Town should participate in regional planning efforts to
help determine areas of population growth
and opportunities for residential
revitalization

peter j. smith & company, inc. — 51




