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NEW HARTFORD - The New Hartford Planning board has accepted a 2-year, $355,000 Generic 
Environmental Impact Study of the Southeastern Area of the town. The Study has been the 
subject of 3 workshops over a 13-month period.  
 
The nearly 300 page Study is now slated for a written public comment period beginning 
Wednesday, July 15th, and a public hearing scheduled for Monday, August 10, at Perry Junior 
High School. 
 
The Study, prepared by PJ Smith & Co. Inc. of Buffalo, contains over a dozen recommendations 
on future land use in the area.  A prime objective of the Study was to identity zoning models to 
preserve open space and protect farmlands, both goals adopted in the Town’s 2007 
Comprehensive Plan Update. 
 
The Study includes a detailed look at the cumulative impacts of potential development in the 
Southern area of the Town. The 15.2 square mile Study area is predominantly residential with 
pockets of commercial development primarily in Washington Mills and Chadwicks. Forty-five 
percent (45%) of the land in the Study area is designated for agricultural use.   
 
The Study includes measures to lessen environmental impacts and to finance improvements 
needed to prevent future impacts. It also provides an inventory and analysis of the area’s land 
uses, and its economic and demographic characteristics; geography, topography and soils; 
surface and ground water, and other physical characteristics of the area. The Study area is 
roughly bounded by the border of the Town of Paris to the south, Town of Frankfort border to 
the east, the Town of Kirkland border to the west and to the north by New Paris Road, Paris 
Road, Canterbury Road, Bolton Road, Hoffman Road, Croft Road, Thurston Boulevard, Higby 
Road, Valley View Road and Pleasant Street 
 
Town Planner Kurt Schwenzfeier said that the entire Study and an updated “Frequently Asked 

Questions” sheet is posted on the Town website (www.newhartfordtown.com).  A copy of the 
Study is available for public inspection at these locations: New Hartford Public Library, #2 
Library Lane, New Hartford, Town Clerk’s Office, Butler Memorial Hall, 48 Genesee Street, 
New Hartford and at the Planning Office located at the Sanger Building at 111 New Hartford 
Street, New Hartford.  
 
Persons interested in obtaining a copy of the Study should contact the Planning Department at 
724-4300, Ext. 5. 
 
 
Written comments will be accepted through August 20th, and should be address to Kurt 
Schwenzfeier, Town Planner, 111 New Hartford Street, New Hartford, 13413. 
 
The Public Hearing will follow the regular monthly meeting of the Planning Board, which begins 
at 5:30 P.M. The Public Hearing is expected to begin at 6:00 P.M.  Public hearing guidelines will 
be available at the door. Speakers will be asked to register. 


